Faculty Homework Policy

Global Communications (Languages): Rationale for homework at KS3 — The why:

Global Communications (Languages) homework’s in Years 7, 8 and 9 are designed to promote
students’ own self-regulation, increase metacognitive challenge, increase depth of student
knowledge, and increase students’ self-expectations and work ethic.

Homework’s will focus on developing knowledge through revision, enhancing memory through
repeated knowledge retrieval and standardising expectations through clear modelling of expectations
and the consistent application of sanctions for non-completion.

The ongoing use of knowledge retrieval will furnish students with a 5-year revision plan for Global
Communications (Languages) subjects, based on the key knowledge defined in each unit of study’s
booklet. Students will develop strong self-quizzing and practice testing skills to build durable long-

term memory in the target language. Students will develop the schema or cognitive frameworks to
help process and organise information across the entire curriculum.

Global Communications (Languages): The types of homework tasks that will be set and
frequency — The what and the when:

Key Stage 3:

‘Retrieve it’ — Each week students will be provided with a SatchelOne homework. The homework
will feature a series of electronic flashcards focussing on the wrote learning of a specific number of
sentences, each featuring the high-frequency sentence vocabulary and structures we want students
to master within each sequence of learning. These flashcards will be accompanied by a multiple-
choice quiz to check for understanding.

Each homework will be assigned with a due date for either the next or the second consecutive
lesson. This is to allow students sufficient time to review the flashcards and then complete the
accompanying quiz.

The rational for this is Ebbinghaus’s Forgetting Curve “The Forgetting Curve, developed by
psychologist Hermann Ebbinghaus, which illustrates how we rapidly lose new information over time
unless we actively work to retain it. Ebbinghaus asserts a steep drop in retention occurs shortly after
learning, but this decay slows with review, making spaced repetition (revisiting information at
increasing intervals) the key strategy to move it from short-term to long-term memory.”
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UpAq9EZpL5A




Most importantly if the information is repeated soon after learning it, and repeated on different days
that are relatively close together, pupils will have a much better chance of remembering it over the
longer term.

Key Stage 4:

Homework at Key Stage 4 is designed to build upon learning from Key Stage 3, specifically providing
students with the skills and knowledge to meet the demands of the Edexcel GCSE in French or
Spanish.

Students will be set weekly homework’s from distinct sources and will feature the following:

e Apply it — Completion of activities from the Fred Longworth High School Edexcel GCSE
Speaking Exam Preparation booklet.

e Retrieve it — Completion of revision materials using the CGP revision guides.

e Apply it — Completion of activities from the Vocabulary, Grammar and Translation
workbook.

The schedule of homework will be available for the students to peruse on the Self Directed study
Hub:

https://flhs.org.uk/self-directed-study/

In addition to formally set work, KS4 students also have the option to enrich their experience of the
curriculum with the resources available in the ‘Self Directed study Hub’. Access to these resources
is via the school web page.



