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1. Aims 
Our SEN policy and information report aims to:  

 Set out how our school will support and make provision for students with special educational needs (SEN)  

 Explain the roles and responsibilities of everyone involved in providing for students with SEN  

 

SEND is not the sole responsibility of our SENCO, or any one senior leader, but of every 
professional in our school. Every teacher is a teacher of SEND, and every leader is a leader of SEND. 
 
 The school is inclusive by design. SEND is a ‘golden thread’, not an afterthought or a bolt on. 

 SEND is at the heart of school priorities. 

 Decisions about our approach to SEND are made in conjunction with a range of stakeholders including 
parents, carers and families, teaching and non-teaching staff, students, and specialist outside agencies. 

 SEND is fluid and not a permanent status for all students. There is recognition that at a certain time a child 
has additional learning needs that may require tailored or additional support to fully participate in 
everything the school has to offer. 

 Students who have Special Educational Needs and Disabilities are entitled to provision that supports 
achievement at, and enjoyment of, school and to have full participation in the community of the school. 

 High expectations are set of the holistic progress of any students who have SEND to have positive 
outcomes and a rich and happy experience at school. 

 Sharp well-informed and well-defined approaches are used to enable effective learning opportunities and 
close attainment gaps to their peers. 

 A dynamic assess, plan, do, review approach which continually reflects on how to change the quality of 
what happens in the immediate environment to best support the student’s experience, taking into account 
the individual, the home and wider community, and time. 

 The expectation should be that the needs of all students must be addressed, first and foremost, through 
excellent classroom teaching. 

 

2. Legislation and guidance  
 

This policy and information report is based on the statutory Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) 
Code of Practice and the following legislation: 

 Part 3 of the Children and Families Act 2014, which sets out schools’ responsibilities for students with 
SEN and disabilities 

 The Special Educational Needs and Disability Regulations 2014, which set out schools’ responsibilities for 
education, health and care (EHC) plans, SEN co-ordinators (SENCOs) and the SEN information report  

 
3. Definitions  
A student has SEND if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special educational provision 
to be made for them.  

They have a learning difficulty or disability if they have:  

 A significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of the others of the same age, or  
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 A disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of facilities of a kind generally provided for 
others of the same age in mainstream schools  

Special educational provision is educational or training provision that is additional to, or different from, that 
made generally for other children or young people of the same age by mainstream schools. 

 

4. Roles and responsibilities  

4.1 The SENCO  
The SENCO is Donna Waring, Assistant Headteacher Director of Inclusion. 

Email: waringd@flhs.wigan.sch.uk 

The SENCO will:  

 Work with the headteacher and SEND governor to determine the strategic development of the SEND 
policy and provision in the school  

 Have day-to-day responsibility for the operation of this SEND policy and the co-ordination of specific 
provision made to support individual students with SEND, including those who have EHC plans  

 Carry out assessments of students with SEND to identify needs and monitor progress - including 
observations in the classroom and meeting with teachers and parents 

 Provide professional guidance to colleagues and work with staff, parents, and other agencies to ensure 
that students with SEND receive appropriate support and high-quality teaching  

 Advise on the graduated approach to providing SEND support (see appendix 1) 

 Advise on the deployment of the school’s delegated budget and other resources to meet students’ needs 
effectively  

 Be the point of contact for external agencies, especially the local authority and its support services  

 Liaise with potential next providers of education to ensure that the school meets its responsibilities under 
the Equality Act 2010 with regard to reasonable adjustments and access arrangements  

 Develop and maintain systems for keeping student records, ensuring information is accurate and up to 
date 

 Analyse school, local and national data and develop appropriate strategies and interventions 

 Manage the Inclusion Team and work closely with the Inclusion Manager to improve student progress and 
attainment 

 Keep up to date with national and local policies related to SEND and cascade information to colleagues. 

 

4.2 The SEND governor is Myles Hughes  
The SEND governor will:  

 Help to raise awareness of SEND issues at governing body meetings  

 Monitor the quality and effectiveness of SEND and disability provision within the school and update the 
governing body on this  

 Work with the headteacher and SENCO to determine the strategic development of the SEND policy and 
provision in the school.  

4.3 The headteacher  
The headteacher will:  
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 Work with the SENCO and SEND governor to determine the strategic development of the SEND policy 
and provision within the school  

 Have overall responsibility for the provision and progress of learners with SEND and/or a disability.   

4.4 Class teachers 
 Each class teacher is responsible for:  

 The progress and development of every student in their class  

 Working closely with any teaching assistants or specialist staff to plan and assess the impact of support 
and interventions and how they can be linked to classroom teaching  

 Working with the SENCO to review each student’s progress and development and decide on any changes 
to provision  

 Ensuring they follow this SEND policy  

 Using the Graduated Approach within the classroom. 

 

5. SEND information report  

5.1 SEND categories 
Our school currently provides additional and/or different provision for a range of needs, including:  

 Communication and interaction, for example, autistic spectrum disorder, asperger’s syndrome, speech 
and language difficulties  

 Cognition and learning, for example, dyslexia, dyspraxia  

 Social, emotional and mental health difficulties, for example, attention deficit hyperactivity disorder 
(ADHD) 

 Sensory and/or physical needs, for example, visual impairments, hearing impairments, processing 
difficulties, epilepsy  

 Moderate/severe/profound and multiple learning difficulties.  

 

 

5.2 Identifying students with SEND and assessing their needs  
We will assess each student’s current skills and levels of attainment on entry, which will build on previous 
settings and Key Stages, where appropriate. Class teachers will make regular assessments of progress for all 
students and identify those whose progress: 

 Is significantly below that of their peers starting from the same baseline 

 Fails to match or better the child’s previous rate of progress 

 Fails to close the attainment gap between the child and their peers 

 Widens the attainment gap. 

This may include progress in areas other than attainment, for example, social needs.  

Slow progress and low attainment will not automatically mean a student is recorded as having SEND.   

When deciding whether special educational provision is required, we will start with the desired outcomes, 
including the expected progress and attainment, and the views and the wishes of the student and their 
parents. We will use this to determine the support that is needed and whether we can provide it by adapting 
our core offer, or whether something different or additional is needed.  
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A diagnosis of ADHD and Autism can only be assessed and diagnosed by a paediatrician following a referral 
from the GP. 

A dyslexia assessment must be carried out by an Educational Psychologist or an appropriately qualified 
specialist dyslexia teacher. You can approach an independent educational psychologist or another suitably 
qualified professional directly.  We would only make the referral ourselves if we could not meet the needs of 
the child within school. 

An application for an EHCP will be made following an Educational Psychologist appointment.  This will be put 
in place if we are unable to meet the needs of the child using the Graduated Approach. 

5.3 Consulting and involving students and parents  
We will have an early discussion with the student and their parents when identifying whether they need 
special educational provision. These conversations will make sure that: 

 Everyone develops a good understanding of the student’s areas of strength and difficulty  

 We take into account the parents’ concerns  

 Everyone understands the agreed outcomes sought for the child  

 Everyone is clear on what the next steps are.  

Notes of these early discussions will be added to the student’s record and given to their parents.  

We will formally notify parents when it is decided that a student will receive SEND support.  

5.4 Assessing and reviewing students' progress towards outcomes 
We will follow the graduated approach and the four-part cycle of assess, plan, do, review (see appendix 1) 

The class or subject teacher will work with the SENCO to carry out a clear analysis of the student’s needs. 
This will draw on: 

 The teacher’s assessment and experience of the student  

 Their previous progress and attainment or behaviour  

 Other teachers’ assessments, where relevant  

 The individual’s development in comparison to their peers and national data 

 The views and experience of parents 

 The student’s own views 

 Advice from external support services, if relevant. 

The assessment will be reviewed regularly.  

All teachers and support staff who work with the student will be made aware of their needs, the outcomes 
sought, the support provided, and any teaching strategies or approaches that are required. We will regularly 
review the effectiveness of the support and interventions and their impact on the student’s progress.  

 

5.5 Supporting students moving between phases and preparing for adulthood 
We will share information with the school, college, or other setting the student is moving to. We will agree with 
parents and students which information will be shared as part of this. All the child’s information on SEND will 
be transferred across in a secure way. 

5.6 Our approach to teaching students with SEND 
Each child on the SEND register has an ‘All about me’ which is their voice about their strengths, areas for 
development and important information that they would like to share with their teachers.  Each child has a 
‘Learning Plan’ which is created by the Inclusion Team to share with the student’s teachers.  This has 
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information about their SEND, information on exam access arrangements and strategies to support this 
student. 

Teachers are responsible and accountable for the progress and development of all the students in their class.  

High-quality teaching is our first step in responding to students who have SEND.  

In line with the recommendations made by the Education Endowment Foundation (EEF), teachers have 
developed a repertoire of these strategies they can use flexibly in response to individual needs and use them 
as the starting point for classroom teaching for all students, including those with SEND.  Please see appendix 
2. 

 

We also provide the following interventions for students: 

Intervention Name 
 

Objective 

Sounds Write 
Sounds-Write is a quality first phonics programme. Its purpose is 
to provide classroom professionals with a comprehensive 
system with which to teach reading, spelling and writing. 

Reading Between The Lines This is used to develop inferencing skills. 

Talking partners 
Is a structured, time limited (10 weeks) oral language 
programme and can be used as part of an integrated approach 
to raise levels of achievement by improving student’s speaking 
and listening skills. 

Precision Teaching 

Precision Teaching is a method of planning a teaching 
programme to meet the needs of an individual child or young 
person who is experiencing difficulty with acquiring or 
maintaining some skills. It has an inbuilt monitoring function and 
is basically a means of evaluating the effectiveness of what is 
being taught. 

Maths Intervention Bespoke individual intervention to help close the gaps in a 
student’s understanding in maths. 

Maths Recovery 
Maths Recovery is a programme which emphasizes ongoing 
assessment, careful observation, gauging student's current 
knowledge and strategies, and building on them to increase the 
student's knowledge, ability and self-confidence in mathematics. 

Nurture Group 

Nurture groups are focused on developing children with  
particular social, emotional, behavioural and attendance 
difficulties which can create barriers to learning.  Nurture allows 
the building of relationships and development of self-esteem and 
confidence. 

Social, emotional, mental health 
intervention 
 

 

Self-awareness, self-management, social awareness, wellbeing, 
coping with anxiety, healthy relationships and responsible 
decision making, and resilience. This includes the BEST 
programme (anger / stress management, managing anxiety, 
organization, relaxation techniques).  

1:1 counselling, 1:1 mental health support and mentoring 

Support for young carers. 

Support during unstructured A calm and quiet environment to support building relationships 
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times in the Inclusion Centre and friendships. 

 

 

5.7 Adaptations to the curriculum and learning environment  
Linking with our accessibility plan, we make the following adaptations to ensure all students’ needs are met: 

 Differentiating our curriculum to ensure all students are able to access it, for example, by grouping, 1:1 
work, teaching style, content of the lesson, etc.  

 Adapting our resources and staffing  

 Using recommended aids, such as laptops, coloured overlays, visual timetables, larger font, etc.  

 Differentiating our teaching, for example, giving longer processing times, pre-teaching of key vocabulary, 
reading instructions aloud, etc.  

 

We make it a priority to ensure our disabled students can participate in the curriculum and work closely with 
the families to ensure personalized provision to meet the needs of the students. 

5.8 Additional support for learning  
At Fred Longworth High School our Teaching Assistants are known as Learning Coaches (LCs). The role of 
the Learning Coaches is to help students develop independent learning skills and manage their own learning.  

 Learning Coaches to supplement not replace the classroom teacher 

 Careful deployment into subject areas 

 Intensive programme of training to ensure Learning Coaches are fully prepared for their role in the 
classroom 

 Teachers and Learning Coaches work together to maximise impact 

 Used to help develop independent learning skills and manage their own learning 

 Use only evidence-based interventions to support Learning Coaches in their small group and one-to-one 
instruction  

 Learning Coaches ensure explicit connections are made between learning from everyday classroom 
teaching and structured interventions. 

 

We also work with external bodies including health and social care bodies, local authority support services 
and voluntary sector organisations to provide support for students with SEND and support for their families: 

 Child and Adolescent Mental and Health Services (CAMHS)  

 Speech / occupational / physiotherapists therapists- medical pediatricians  

 Social Services; Child Protection Plan, Child In Need, Looked After Children and Early Help 

 Family Support Team (FST)  

 Inclusion Support Specialist Teachers (Autism and Specific Learning Difficulties)  

 Educational Psychologist Service (EP)  

 Special Educational Needs Advisory Teacher  

 Targeted Education Support Service (TESS Team) 

 The Engagement Centre 

 Paediatrics and specialist units  
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 School Health Nurse - drop in clinic in school and referrals  

 Young Carers - support for children who are young carers  

 KOOTH - online support for emotional well being  

 Young Minds – online support for emotional well being 

 Wigan Family Welfare Counselling Services 

 Willow Counselling Services 

 Speech and Language Therapy Services  

 Police  

 Sensory Advice Team- Teacher of the Blind & Visually Impaired, Teacher of the Deaf & Hearing Impaired  

 Wigan and Leigh Substance Misuse. 

  

5.9 Securing equipment and facilities  
If a student requires additional equipment we liaise with the professional external services involved who 
purchase the equipment.  We then loan and insure the equipment.  It is only used within the school 
environment.   

5.10 Evaluating the effectiveness of SEND provision  
The Inclusion Centre team constantly evaluate the effectiveness of the provision for students with SEND, 
equipment and facilities to support students. We then ensure feedback is acted upon to improve provision. 

We evaluate the effectiveness of provision for students with SEND by: 

 Reviewing students’ individual progress towards their goals each term  

 Reviewing the impact of interventions after 6 weeks  

 Using student questionnaires 

 Monitoring by the SENCO  

 Using provision maps to measure progress 

 Holding annual reviews for students with EHC plans 

 Gaining regular feedback from the Heads of Faculty and Heads of Year Teams. 

 

5.11 Enabling students with SEND to engage in activities available to those in the 
school who do not have SEND 
All of our extra-curricular activities and school visits are available to all our students, including our before-and 
after-school clubs.  

All students are encouraged to go on our residential trip(s) to Winmarleigh. 

All students are encouraged to take part in sports day/school plays/special workshops. 

No student is ever excluded from taking part in these activities because of their SEND or disability.  

 

For further information on how we support disabled students please visit our Accessibility Plan (2018) on the 
school website. 
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5.12 Complaints about SEND provision  
Complaints about SEND provision in our school should be made to the SENCO in the first instance. They will 
then be referred to the school’s complaints policy, where necessary. 

The parents of students with disabilities have the right to make disability discrimination claims to the first-tier 
SEND tribunal if they believe that our school has discriminated against their children. They can make a claim 
about alleged discrimination regarding: 

 Exclusions  

 Provision of education and associated services  

 Making reasonable adjustments, including the provision of auxiliary aids and services.  

5.13 Contact details of support services for parents of students with SEND 
Parenting Resources providing advice and information to support children’s development and behaviour. 
 
The News and Updates page has details of information and training sessions for parents, including Autism 
training. 
  
Healthier Wigan website has information to support children’s health and development, including 
communication, toileting, sleep and behaviour. 
          
Embrace Parent Support Service 
Embrace are a local organisation providing support for parents/carers of a child with SEND. This includes: 

• Coordinating services involved in your child’s care to ensure they receive the support they require 
• Targeted emotional support 
• Information on specific disabilities, behaviour and sensory issues 
• Developing your organisation and self-advocacy skills 

 Follow Embrace on social media for details of sessions and activities, details are on their website. 
  
For more information or to make a referral to the Embrace Parent Support Service, you can book an 
appointment online Embrace Parent Support Service or call 01942 233323. 
  
Wigan Family Information Directory has details of local services and activities, including 
childcare.                    
  
Wigan Parent Carer Forum provides information for parents and carers of children with additional needs. 
The Forum provides a voice for parents in shaping local services. They also produce a newsletter with local 
and national information for families. Follow Wigan Parent Carer Forum on social media for details of sessions 
and activities, details are on their website. 
 
Join Parent Carer Forum 
  
Wigan and Leigh Carer’s Centre can provide support and information for parent carers. 
  
Active Health (wigan.gov.uk) has details of activities for children with SEND. 
  
Wigan Start Well Centres provide support and activities to help parents, carers and childcare providers give 
children under five the best start in life. 
  
Sensoriel in Ince offer a range of services including sensory rooms for children. 
  
Wigan Genetic Warriors support parents of children with genetic conditions. 
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5.14 Contact details for raising concerns 
Mrs D. Waring SENCo – waringd@flhs.wigan.sch.uk 

Mrs J. Gannon Inclusion Manager – gannonj@flhs.wigan.sch.uk 

 

Mrs A. Hyslop Head of Year 7 – hyslopa@flhs.wigan.sch.uk 

Mrs J. Killey Head of Year 8 – killeyj@flhs.wigan.sch.uk 

Mrs J. Brook Head of Year 9 – brookj@flhs.wigan.sch.uk 

Mr A. Fallows Head of Year 10 – fallowsa@flhs.wigan.sch.uk 

Mrs K. Regan head of Year 11 – regank@flhs.wigan.sch.uk 

 

Mr J. Whalley Senior Deputy Head – whalleyj@flhs.wigan.sch.uk 

5.16 The local authority local offer 
Our contribution to the local offer can be found at: https://flhs.org.uk/policies/ 

Our local authority’s local offer can be found here: Wigan Local Offer is Wigan Council’s website with 
information for young people with SEND and their families. 
  

6. Monitoring arrangements 
This policy and information report will be reviewed by Mrs Waring every year. It will also be updated if any 
changes to the information are made during the year.  

It will be approved by the governing body.  

7. Links with other policies and documents 
This policy links to the following documents:  

 Accessibility plan  

 Behaviour policy 

 Supporting students with medical conditions policy. 
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Partnership working
SENCO, parent, student, teacher, 
support staff, external agencies 

creating a Team around the child

Assess
Build a holistic picture of the 
student’s learning needs by 

gathering information from several 
sources, such as the student, 

parents and carers, colleagues, and 
external professionals

Plan
Generate a hypothesis about the type of 

support that could work; this decision 
should consider the research evidence 

about effective classroom teaching 
strategies and targeted interventions as 

well as evidence-based strategies 
suggested by an external professional.

Agree outcomes: interventions: expected 
progress; date for review

Do
Implement the planned support

Review
Did the support work? Any 

information gathered in response to 
the testing of a hypothesis is useful: a 
successful response to support helps 
identify a strategy that works while a 

non-response helps to refine our 
understanding of a students’ needs 

and inform a new hypothesis.

8. Appendices  
Appendix 1  
 

Our Graduated response 
Fred Longworth High School adopts a graduated response to meeting special educational needs. The ‘Every 
Child Matters Meeting’ is the formal start of any monitoring or provision. When a student is identified as having 
special educational needs, the school will intervene with the Graduated approach. This cycle continues to 
ensure good progress. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

High quality teaching that 
draws on teachers’ 
repertoire of skills to offer 
something additional and/or 
different to meet the 
learning needs of students is 
the foundation of effective 
special educational 
provision, as it is of effective 
education for every student.  
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Appendix 2  
Recommendations made by the Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) that are used by classroom 
teachers. 

 

 

 
 


